Protein patterns obtained from support-bound gels by combining the images at different stages of destaining.
A more informative method for the visualization of proteins on thin-layer gels, based on combining the images of the gel at different stages of destaining, is presented. It is useful whenever important information seems to be lost after prolonged destaining. The method, which makes it unnecessary to run different loads in different channels, has been developed utilizing isoelectric focusing on polyester film-bound agarose gels. The strongly destained gel is superimposed on a negative image of the same gel made at an earlier phase of destaining, thus showing white spots on a gray background for minor components and dark bands in a white field surrounded by the grey background for the abundant ones. In general, the method may be applied to gel images obtained by different staining procedures.